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Masashi Kishimoto 


Thank you for your constant fan 
letters. 

When I'm tired... 

When I'm bored... 

When I'm groaning in pain... 

When I'm sleepy... 

They always help to flip my heart's 
switch. 

| read them all. 

Thanks truly?! 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2000 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (“Mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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STORY AND ART BY 


2 MASASHI KISHIMOTO 


SHONEN JUMP GRAPHIC NOVEL 


THE NERT LEVEL 


ма 


A 


SAKURA 77 
Smart and studious, Sakura 
is the brightest of Naruto's 
classmates, but she's con- 
stantly distracted by her 


crush on Sasuke. Her goal: 


to win Sasuke's heart! 


NARUTO FIL F 


When Naruto was born, a 
destructive fox spirit was 
imprisoned inside his body. 
Spurned by the older vil- 
lagers, he's grown into an 
attention-seeking trouble- 
maker. His goal: to become 
the village's next Hokage. 


SASUKE 757 


The top student in 
Naruto's class, Sasuke 
comes from the presti- 
gious Uchiha clan. His 
goal: to get revenge on å 
mysterious person who 
wronged him in the past. 


KAKASHI 7 
The elite ninja assigned to train 
Naruto, Sasuke, and Sakura. His 
sharingan ('mirror-wheel eye") 
allows him to reflect and mimic 
enemy ninjutsu 


HAKU HI TAzUNA У AT 
A ruthless ninja assassin and А mysterious orphan who An old bridge-builder strug- 
mass-murderer known as befriends Naruto. Naruto gling to bring prosperity to the 
"The Demon" He doesn't realize that his new Land of Waves. The evil mil- 


friend is Zabuza's loyal 
masked assistant, who fights 
with chiropractic needles. 


specializes in techniques 
involving water and mist. 


lionaire Gato has hired Zabuza 
to stop him from completing 
his newest bridge. 


THE STORY SO FAR... 


Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit attacked the ninja village of 
Konohagakure. The Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul 
into the body of a baby boy. Now that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to become 
a ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu with his classmates Sakura and Sasuke. 


Tired of easy exercises, Naruto and his classmates make the mistake of asking their 
teacher, Kakashi, for a really hard assignment... and find themselves in the Land of 
Waves, protecting a bridge-builder named Tazuna. But the job turns truly dangerous 
when the notorious assassin Zabuza shows up. While Kakashi holds off Zabuza and 
Sakura protects Tazuna, Naruto and Sasuke face Zabuza's assistant Haku. In the battle, 
Sasuke sacrifices himself to save Naruto from Haku's deadly throwing needles. Now, 
watching his classmate fall, Naruto feels something terrible stir within him... 
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NINE TAILS...!! 
SOMEONE PRECIOUS TO YOU 
YOUR FUTURE 1$...!! 


TO EACH HIS OWN STRUGGLE... 


THE TOOLS CALLED SHINOBI 
THE BRIDGE OF THE HERO!! 
INTRUDERS? 

IRUKA VS. KAKASHI 
SAKURA'S DEPRESSION 
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IMPOSSIBLE... 1! 
HIS CHAKRA 15 
PHYSICALLY 


MANIFESTING 
ITSELF! 


Ў wHo- 
WHAT 


ONEARTH 
کا‎ НЕ?!! 


READ 
« THis 
WAY 
г E THIS 
UNBELIEVABLE. В. A 2 CHAKRA 


er Г да? <= I'M FEELING. 
THIS TIME-- 


BINDING 
SPELL 
BEGUN 

TO UNRAVEL? 
I5 THE SEAL 


BUT THE SEAL 
HAS SLIPPED 
ALITTLE, 
OR CRACKED, AND 
THE POWER 
OF THE NINE- 
TAILED 
DEMON FOX 15 
BLEEDING 
THROUGH. 
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ANO WRAP 
THIS UP 
RIGHT NOW? 
ONE BIG 
MOVE, 
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S FIRST MANGA REJECT SPECIAL! 


THE CHARACTER DESIGNS TO 
THE LEFT ARE FROM A FAILED 
PROJECT OF MINE CALLED 
"WANDERING DETOUR" THAT | 
CAME UP WITH RIGHT AFTER I 
WON THE HOP-STEP STAR 
AWARD. 


THE STORY 15 ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN AN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL KID NAMED AKIRA AND 
HIS FRIENDS KATCHIN AND KAORU 
FIND AWALLET ON THE WAY 
HOME FROM SCHOOL, AND OF 
ALL OF THE TROUBLE THAT 
ENSUES WHEN THE THREE OF 
THEM DECIDE TO KEEP THE 
MONEY THAT THEY FIND AND 
SPENDIT ON THEMSELVES. 
MAYBE דו‎ WAS TOO HARD TO 
FOLLOW, OR SIMPLY TOO 
DOWN-TO-EARTH FOR A BOYS" 
ADVENTURE MAGAZINE... BUT 
FOR WHATEVER REASON, IT WAS 
SUMMARILY REJECTED. 


IT WAS MY FIRST REJECTION 
EVER. BUT | WAS SUCH A KID BACK 
THEN, EVEN GETTING MY FIRST 
REJECTION SEEMED LIKE A BIG 
DEAL, ANOTHER PROFESSIONAL 
MILESTONE ГО PASSED. FOR THE 
LONGEST TIME, סיו‎ BEEN 
READING OTHER MANGA 
CARTOONISTS’ TALES OF WOE 
ABOUT THE REJECTIONS ТНЕУ'О 
GOTTEN, AND סיו‎ BEEN FEELING 
ALITTLE LEFT OUT. WITH "WAN- 
DERING DETOUR," | WAS FINALLY 
IN THE CLUB! | EVEN BRAGGED 
ABOUT IT ALITTLE. LIKE | SAID, | 
WAS AKIO THEN. NOW, l'M A TRUE 
PROFESSIONAL, AND | AGREE 
WITH MY FRIENDS: “REJECTION 
SUCKS!” (LAUGHTER) 


о MASTER 
` ZABUZA... 


IMURDERED 


FRIEND... 


VM WILLING 
ALL THE 
POWER YOU 
HAD BEFORE... 
WHERE IS IT? 
YOU CAN'T 
HOPE TO KILL 
ME WITH THE 
MEAGER 
FORCE YOU 


PEOPLE 
HAVE IT 
WRONG, 
MISTAKENLY 
BELIEVING... 


32 


YOUR "BELOVED 
FRIEND?!" 


AND I 


WAS HAPPY... |-: 
MY PARENTS 
WERE 
GOOD, 
KIND 
PEOPLE. 


ONCE... 
IWAS 
PRECIOUS. 

| BELONGED... 


SOMETHING 
HAPPENED. 


MY 
FATHER 


„шут! 
wE CEASED INHERITED 


TO BE SKILLS 


LOOKED ON THAT WERE 
AS WARRIORS 
OR EVEN EXPLOITED 


WEAPONS, AND TWISTED, 


EEE о USED TO CAUSE 
AS THE HORRIBLE 


HE LAND OF THE MIST 
HAS BEEN THE SCENE 
OF GENERATIONS OF 
NON-STOP WAR. 
AMONG ITS PEOPLE, 
THOSE WHO POSSESS 
THE KEKKEI GENKAI - 
SKILLS THAT COME 
OUT OF OUR GENETIC 


INHERITANCE - ARE 
HARBINGERS SLAUGHTER.. LOATHED AS 
THE TERM ABOMINATIONS, رر‎ 
REFERS 


TO CLANS 
WHOSE 

BLOODLINES 
GIVE THEM 
POWERS 

LIKE MINE. 


ГМ SURE THE W AFTER THE WARS 


WE ARE BOY I KILLED, WERE OVER, WE 
SPECIAL. WHO SHARED EXPOSURE мене он» 
ў ILL, MEANT 
меле جج‎ || Gm Sin 
POWERFUL DEATH! 
` HAVE GROWN SURVIVE BY HIDING 
AND WE UP KNOWING THE EXISTENCE 
ARE FEARED. THE PAIN OF A OF OUR SKILLS 


WHICH І SPEAK. AND OUR 
H T 177, Ж BLOODLINE 


AWAY. 


-- WOULDN'T 
THAT PERSON 
BECOME 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT... 
TREASURED... 
PERSONIN 
YOUR LIFE?! 


THE VERY THING 
IN ME THAT 
MADE EVERYONE 
ELSE HATE ME - 
HE DIDN'T JUST 
OVERLOOK IT. 
HE CHERISHED IT. 
HE WANTED IT! 


[/ THAT YOU 
WANTED TO 
BECOME THE 
NUMBER ONE 
NINJA IN YOUR 
VILLAGE AND 
МАКЕ EVERYONE 


KNOWING 
І САМЕ 
FROMA 
KEKKEI GENKAI 
BLOODLINE, 


> THAT, WHAT I 
NEED FROM 
You IS 
NEITHER LOVE 
NOR AFFECTION 
AND SUPPORT. 
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FROM‏ سے 
THIS DAY ON?‏ 
YOU BELONG)‏ 


AGAS Е 
y CONQUERER, 2: 
25۱۸۷۳۰۰۱۶۲۲ 


KILL WHOM 
YOU TELL 
la МЕ TO KILL. 


FORGIVE ME ... 
MASTER 
ZABUZA... 

YOUR TOOL 
HAS FAILED 
YOU. 


/ li J: 0۷ 


ЕС» Y AM YOUR 


d AS 
[z J. WEAPON 
Å] AND YOUR 


TECHNIQUE 1 b 


på RE Яви ` 
наў J ` ( 
| ₪ Time Й ms у" 
| EVEN |“ = > | ۲٥018۸6 | 
I ее, | å | wuer | 
| YOUNOWHERE, 1. 
x - 5 N | 
\ ל‎ se ZZ М Wen / 
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7 WHLEL А 

| OTHER HAND, | 

| KNOW EXACTLY | 

4 WHEREYOU | 

` AREAND ' 


YOU SHUT 
YOUREYES 


rs THE MIST. 
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IS м 
SPECIFICALLY 
DESIGNED 
FOR 
TRACKING, 


IT'S WHY 
IWENT 
OUT OF MY 


WAY TO 
„МУ 
LITTLE EE 
NINJA 
PUPS BOTHOF 
COULDN'T OUR 


! 
۸081 EARLIER 
ENCOUNTERS./ ; 


WEAPONS, 
SO THICK... 


THE SMELL š a 
OF МУ - 
å BLOOD == 
IS ALL 
OVER YOU ۱ 
AND YOUR \ اڈ‎ 
d 
22 
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S SECOND MANGA REJECT SPECIAL. 


THE DESIGN TO THE LEFT 
IS FROM ANOTHER FLOP - 
AMANGA CALLED "ASIAN 
PUNK", THAT WAS 
RESOUNDINGLY REJECTED 
AT EVERY TURN. TO BE 
FRANK, THE PREMISE 
WAS-NOT 

: COINCIDENTALLY-KINDA 

- LIKE "GHOSTBUSTERS." 


THE MAIN CHARACTER WAS 
7 AKID WITH AN AXE TAKING 
ON AN EVIL FENG-SHUI 
MASTER WHO COULD 
SUMMON AND CONTROL 
EVIL SPIRITS... AND THE 
MAIN CHARACTER WASN'T 
REALLY HUMAN HIMSELF, 
BUT HAD BEEN CREATED 
BY SOME GREATER 
POWER. THERE WAS MORE, 
BUT WE DON'T NEED TO 
GO INTO IT HERE. 


THE THING IS, WITH THAT 
STORY, MY PRIZE-WINNING 
SERIES KARAKUR, AND 
NARUTO, IT OCCURS ME 
TO ME THAT MY HEROES 
ARE ALWAYS THESE YOUNG 
GUYS. I GUESS I'M JUST A 
SUCKER FOR BOYS' 
ADVENTURE TALES! 


WI ач 
TTE 
u 


= -一 


Number 30: Your Future is..." | 


== 


THE DAY YOU 
DESERTED THE 


AND ABOUT THE \ AND BECAME A 
ATTEMPT TO TURNCOAT AND 
ASSASSINATE ħ 
ANDYOUR ACTIONS 
WERE REPORTED 


på L VU TO RAISE FUNDS FOR 
STOOP TO \ «| ASECOND ATTEMPT, 
WORK | AND BARELY STAYING A 

Я 5 ЈИМР АНЕАО ОР ТНЕ 


APARASITE | לש‎ AN SHINOBI HUNTERS... 
WHICH 15 WHAT 


/ | И 


— — 
SS 


2 
d a j 


SHINOBI 
DOES. 


WILLING TO 
SACRIFICE 
THIS PLACE 
AND EVERYONE 
IN IT, JUST 
TO ADVANCE 
YOUR OWN 
AMBITIONS. /. 


WITH YOU? 
YOU'RE USED 


TO BEING 
SOMEONE EN ₪ tias de 


tn | i جم‎ x LIKE TO LOSE. 


THAT DAY 
I MET YOU IN 


ЁЎ] THE FOREST... 
2 | REMEMBER 
$ THINKING THAT 


WEWERE 
TWO ОҒ 
AKIND... 


Y 


|) 


YOU'LL 
HAVE TO 

BLOODY 

YOUR HANDS. 
FORGIVE 
ME FOR 
THAT. 


STARTING 
TO 
DISSIPATE... 


BUT IT 
LOOKS LIKE Y 
THEY'RE 
JUST 
STANDING 
THERE, 
GLARING AT 


ONE 
ОР 
THEMS 


IR 


OC < 


кй / \ | B | 
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NONE OF 
US WANTS 
ANY MORE 
LOSSES... 
ANYMORE 
REGRETS. 


AWAY ALOT 
OF LIVES. 


WEVE 


ALREADV 
SACRIFICED 
ANDLOST 


VILLAGE... 


„AND ml LOVE МУ 

EVERY- ма, AND 
ONE GRANDFA, 

IN THE AND YOU... 


FATHER... 


-WASA 
HERO. 
BUTHE'S 


ANYONE ВУ 
BEING 
ABIG 


LIKE THAT... 


BY 
HIMSELF? 


WAS WILLING 
TOGO 
WITH ME. 
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Ж AF 
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STAY OUT 
OF THIS! 


Tomi ~S) 


THIS 
ISN'T 
AN ILLUSION... 
ISIT..? 


„ ALWAYS GOT 
PERFECT 
SCORES ON 


TIMES тъ 
WHEN RIGHT 
TO GIVE IN 
ANO SHED 
SOME GOOD 
HONEST 
TEARS. 


ALL MY TESTS 
IN SCHOOL. 


WE HAD A 
TEST ONE DAY. 
ANO THE 
QUESTION 

WAS 


FOR NINJA 
AND SHINOBI. 


WHAT IS 
THE TWENTY 
FIFTH RULE 
OF SHINOBI 


"TH-THE 


MISSION 
15 THE ONLY 
PRIORITY. 
CARRY THAT 
IN YOUR HEART. 
AND NEVER, 
NEVER, 
SH-SHED 


SO THIS... 


THIS IS Get 
WHAT A Фр 
SHINOBI 
15... IT'S 
UNBEARABLE... | 
Go 
|, 


^ 80 


NOW THERE'S 


NO WAY YOU 


HEH-HEH! 
IWONDER 
HOW THE 
FIGHT'S 
GOINGI 


A 


Number; 32 ; 
The Toċiskċatted Shinob 
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à 
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UR 
e 
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JAG 


OFF THE REST. 


IT'SA 

GREAT 

BUSINESS 
PLAN 一 

4 EFFICIENT 


ALL OF YOU IT'S SO MUCH 
NINJA ARE SO SIMPLER TO 


EAGER TO FIGHT 
EACH OTHER. 
ONCE YOU'VE LIKE YOURSELF. 
WORN EACH NO ONE CARES 
OTHER DOWN, WHAT IDO TO 
COMMON THUGS YOUR KIND ONCE 


CAN FINISH THE JOB IS DONE. 


(> 
A d № / 
NAT 


OF KIRIGAKURE 
IS JUST PLAIN 
FALSE 
ADVERTISING! 


\ d „IT'S SUCH A BOTHER 
HIRING A SKILLED SHINOBI 
AFFILIATED WITH ONE 
OF THE TOP VILLAGES. 
IT'5 EXPENSIVE... AND 
THEY TENO TO HAVE 
FRIENDS WHO OBJECT 
WHEN | BETRAY AND 
> KILL THEM. 


MY ONLY 
MISTAKE 
WAS HIRING 
YOU IN THE 
FIRST 
PLACE. 


BREAKING 
ASWEAT! 


FORGWE 
ME. 


KAKASHI... 


| STILL 
HAVE 
A SCORE 
TO SETTLE. 


ege я ` EZ 
3 
? 


"e => 
FSE, 
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YOU DO SOMETHING?! 


HE WORKED FOR YOU! | |. 


HE WAS PRACTICALLY 
YOUR SLAVE!! 


геемт 


VALUE НАКИ 
FOR HIMSELF... 
BUT FOR 0 
THE TAINT ER 
HIS BLOOD ME 
HIS TALENTS USED HAKU. 
COULD DO 
FOR ME. WERENT 


you 
LISTENING? 
Ts 


І А 
І SHINOBI'S 
APOLOGIZE LOT. 
FOR ALL OF 05 
NOTHING. ARE EITHER 
USERS, 
OR TOOLS... 


OR BOTH. 


STOP IT, 
NARUTO! 
LEAVE 
HIM ALONE. 
OUR 
QUARREL 
IS OVER. 


WHO 15 THAT N 
OBNOXIOUS 
?, 


= جیے 


ГА, И WN 


BUT YOU THINK 
THAT'S JUST NOTHING, 
THAT HE WAS NOTHING. 

YOU 


WHEN YOUR 
POWERS 
ARE AS STRONG 
AS YOURS ARE? 


[ | үт 


% 
il 


TOO MUCH, 
TOO CRUEL... 


= 


e SS کے‎ 
ANA ax 


WHAT 
HAKU DIO... 
WAS МОТ 
JUST FOR 
ME. 


WHILE WE 
FOUGHT, 
HE BROKE 
HIS HEART... 
OVER YOU... 
AND YOUR 
FRIENDS. 
THAT'S 
THE TRUTH. 


AGAINST 
YOU...BOY. 


IVE 
LOST... 
EVERYTHING, 


/ SAY WHAT WE 


WILL, DO WHAT 
WE WILL. 

IN THE END, 
WE SHINOBI ARE 
STILL JUST 
PEOPLE AFTER 
ALL... WITH 
FEELINGS ALL- 
TOO-HUMAN, 


HF YOU'RE IN 
SUCH A HURRY... 
TO BE REUNITED 
WITH YOUR 
LITTLE FRIEND... 
GO ALONE! 


ONCE WE'RE IN HELL, | 


EVEN AN OGRE 


ICAN TAKE MY TIME, IN NAME ONLY... 
ANO SHOW YOU OVER... A WASHOUT FROM 
AND OVER... KIRIGAKURE VILLAGE... 
WHOIS, OR IS NOT, сш ee 2 REA 
и Ш 
АВАВУ DENON" MEETS HIS DEATH. 


е, RY М 


а کہہے‎ 
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S THIRD MANGA REJECT SPECIAL! 


| ONCE AGAIN, THE ROUGH 

H SKETCH TO THE LEFT IS FROM 
ANOTHER REJECTED MANGA. 
= IT WAS А BASEBALL MANGA, 
TITLED SIMPLY "BASEBALL 
KING." I PLAYED BASEBALL 
MYSELF, BACK IN MY STUDENT 
«DAYS, SO | (MAYBE FOOLISHLY) 
| $t THOUGHT I WOULD TRY MY HAND 
H 2 АТ ABASEBALL STORY. 


0 

۴۰ DURING THIS PERIOD, | WAS IN А 

7 SITUATION WHERE, NO MATTER 
HOW MANY CONCEPTS FOR 
ADVENTURE MANGA | SKETCHED 
OUT, I DIDN'T GET ANY GREEN 
LIGHTS, SO | THOUGHT | SHOULD 
GO FOR А SPORTS THEME. 


BUT WHEN | ACTUALLY TRIED TO 
DRAW ONE, PERHAPS BECAUSE I 
WAS WRITING FROM PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE, IT BECAME А 
MORE REALISTIC WORK THAN | 
HAD INTENDED. 


THE REASON IT FAILED WAS 
THAT IT WAS TOO SERIOUS FOR 
A SHONEN PUBLICATION. IT 
WASN'T ENTERTAINMENT. 


HOWEVER, "BASEBALL KING" 
ACTUALLY STILL HOLDS A 
SPECIAL PLACE IN MY HEART. I 
SOMETIMES FIND MYSELF 
THINKING, "THAT WAS SO FUNNY... 
I CAN'T BELIEVE IT'S AREJECT, 
DARN IT..." 


THIS WAS 
THE END 
OF A MAN 
WHO LIVED 


FULL OUT. 
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Него! 


ge of the 


; Brid 
AZ, 


NARUTO'S 
FINE! 
AND THE 
BOY IN 
THE MASK 
IS DEAD... 


|... WAS 


AFRAID... | 
I THOUGHT... 


you 
SURVIVED 
DEATHBLOW. 


you 
NINJA 
KILLED 

OUR 


== 


2ے 


FOR THE MOMENT, № 


ІСІ 


IT'S BEING 
AHERO, 
YOU KNOW? 
ALL THAT 
NICK OF 
TIME STUFF! 


RUN 
AWAY!!! 


10 
2۳ 


LIF | COULD... lo 
IF I WERE 
ABLE... 
I WOULD 
WANT TO GO... 
TO THE 
SAME PLACE... 
ON THE 
OTHER 


"e 


BORN IN 
AVILLAGE 


wl CAN'T HELP 
WONDERING. 
WERE THOSE 
TWO RIGHT 
ABOUT WHAT 
A NINJA 
SHOULD BE? 


BECOMING 
AFULL- 
FLEDGED 
NINJA'S 
GONNA BE 


WE EXIST 
ASA TOOL 


LAM 
GOING 
TO CREATE 
MY OWN 
NINDO- 
MY OWN 


NINJA PATH. 
МУ OWN 
DESTINY! 


AND THAT'S WHY 


LIVE OUR LIVES 
WITH THAT IDEAL 
ALWAYS BUBBLING 
SURFACE OF OUR 


DISTURBING US. 


THAT'S 
IT. 
I'VE 
MADE 
UP 
MY 
MIND! 


GOING TO 
BE AWFULLY 


BACK TO PLAY 
WITH YOU AGAIN 
SOMETIME! 


AND 
THERE'S 
ONLY NAME 
THAT WILL 
TRULY FIT. 


OF BRIDGES, 
WE STILL 
HAVE TO 

OFFICIALLY 
DEDICATE 
THIS ONE. 


NARUTO BUILT 
THE BRIDGE 
THAT 
EVENTUALLY 
CARRIED US ALL 


THAT BOY 
TOUCHED 
LITTLE INARI'S 
HEART... 
AND INARI 
TOUCHED THE 


THE PEOPLE 


IN OUR CITY.. 2 


, کی 
committi‏ 


У QUITE SURE. 
/ YOU SEE, 
| HOPE THAT 
IN GIVING 
IT THAT NAME, 
WE'LL ENSURE 
THAT IT 
WILL STAND 
FOREVER... 


OURBÅDGE, " 
P WILL BECOME 
SPER FAMOUS THE = 
WORLD OVER, — 
(ово. 


- 
Number 34: Intruders? 


ENGNES! םי‎ 
ЖД ж 


NOT AGAIN! 
EVER SINCE 


EZ NIHE LAND 
za OF WAVES, 


KAKASHI! Šs 


HURRY 
шше о 


SF Sa SE Se 5 Ge FP Е 
YOUR NOSE 1 
IS GROWING, 7 6000 M. THREE 
MASTER!!! 11 MORNING, |1254 HOURS || 
You anys u 17 ON T00 ТНК, or LATER, | 


WE WANT ACTION! 
A CHALLENGE! 
SOMETHING 


Ki MISSIONS FOR 
CA THETTHCELL? 
ДНУ WEVEHAD 
ER) NOTHING BUT 
dean, GIMMES! 
BORRRRING! 


EVERY TIME 
WE GO ON A 
MISSION, THEY END 
UP SHOWING ME 
UP AND SAVING ME. 
BUT NOT 
THIS TIME! 


IF YOU START 
54 ANYTHING 


MORE, 
ILL BURY YOU! 


LATELY... 
(OUR 


NON- 
EXISTENT. 


| НАТЕ THIS... THERE 
ARE GUYS OUT THERE 
WHO COULD CHALLENGE ME, 
BUT ГМ STUCK ON 
NOTHING. ASSIGNMENTS 


WHY WASTE 
YOUR TIME 
FLIRTING 


ENS 
й 


NO War 


‘CAUSE I'M 
ALWAYS 
THE WEAKEST... 
THE ONE WITH 
ALMOST NO 
SPECIAL 
SKILLS! 


У WHERE'D 


MASTER 


KAKASHI GO? LS 


ISHE GIVING 
US SOME 
ALONE TIME? 


HE'S RIGHT... 
IT DOESN'T 
MATTER WHAT 
OUR MISSION IS. 
THEY'RE ALL 
THESAME 
TO ME... 


HEY, HOT STUFF! 
FORGET SASUKE. 
YOU AND 
ו‎ CAN TRAIN 
TOGETHER! 


WHATEVER! 
WHAT MATTERS IS, 
ГМ DONE LOSING! 
THERE'S ONLY ONE 

THING AHEAD OF ME, 
AND THAT'S... 


oo Ki 


SN N T 


енн >> MUI סא‎ 
PERFECT ANGLES, 
PERFECT CORNERS.. 
AND EYE HOLES. 
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BUT... BUT you 
PROMISED 
TO PLAY NINJA 


CN 


NARUTO HASN'T 
HAD TIME TO 
GET TOGETHER 
WITH ME ONCE. 
I CAN'T HELP 
WORRYING 
ABOUT HIM. 


THANKS 
FOR YOUR 
LATEST 
REPORT, 


HE GET 
ALONG 
WELL WITH 
THE OTHER: 


“ж” 


Å 


BUT IT KEEPS 
NARUTO ON 
HIS TOES. HE'S 
DEVELOPING 
FAST. 

HE'S ALWAYS 
HOPING 
TO CATCH UP 
TO HIS HERO... 


TEAM'S 
SEEN ALOT 
OF ACTION 

LATELY. 


YOU KNOW HOW 
IT I5, MASTER IRUKA. 
UCHIHA SASUKE IS 
IN OUR CELL, TOO. 
HE AND NARUTO ARE 
LIKE A COUPLE OF 
DOGS, ALWAYS 
CIRCLING EACH 
OTHER, SNAPPING 
AND SNARLING. 


„JEESH! 
THAT BROAD- 


BROWED, 
FIREBREATHING 
AG! 


HAG! 
15 SHE EVEN 
AREAL 


PLAY WITH 
HIM A LITTLE... 
WHILE WE'RE 


WAITING FOR 
THE NUISANCE 
TO GET HERE! 


SEEING 
WHOM 
I INVITED 


WE ARE 
HERE TO 
DISCUSS. 


THEM IN 
OUR 
VILLAGE. 
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WITH THIS 
TINY SHRIMP... 


JUMBO SHRIMP 
OVER THERE. 


muet 


THE TRAINING 
OF OUR NEWEST 
JUNIOR 


HAVE, AMONG 
YOUR CHARGES, 
ANY GENIN 
YOU'D 
RECOMMEND 
FOR THIS 
YEAR'S 
JOURNEYMEN 
EXAMS? 


BEYOND 
THAT, EMPLOY 
YOUR OWN 
JUDGMENT 
ASTO 
WHETHER 


THEY THAT 
MUST HAVE BEFORE 
COMPLETED WE САМ 

A MINIMUM EVEN 


/ OF EIGHT CONSIDER 
THEY ARE READY \ ; MISSIONS. THEM, 


TO ASPIRE TO 
THE NEXT 
LEVEL. 


 IOBE TRULY 
COMPETITIVE, 
CANDIDATES 
SHOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE 
COMPLETED 
ATLEAST 
DOUBLE THE 
RECOMMENDED 
THIS YET... > NUMBER OF 
IT’S TOO A MISSIONS... 


OF THEM. 


CELL 


NUMBER 7, 
LED BY 
KAKASHI, 
CONSISTS 
OF UCHIHA 
SASUKE, 
UZUMAKI 
NARUTO, 
AND HARUNO 
SAKURA. 
-THAT I VOW UPON 
ALL THE HONOR 
THREE OF MY 
OF CLAN, THE 
THEM HATAKE - 
ARE 
READY 
FOR 
THE 
GHONIN 
SELECTION 
EXAM. 
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SELECTION 
EXAM. ! 


HOW UNUSUAL 
FOR ALL 
THREE OF YOU 
TO HAVE 
UNHESITATINGLY 
ASSENTED... 
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CELL 
NUMBER 8, 
LED BY KURENAI, 
CONSISTS OF 
HYUGA HINATA, 
INUZUKA KIBA, 
AND ABURAME 
SHINO. І VOW 
UPON MY OWN 
CLAN, THE YUHI, 
THAT | AM AS 
CERTAIN AS IS 
MY ESTEEMED 
COLLEAGUE - 


— 
= 


WHAT?! | 


0 

0 ( 

op” 10; 
LED BY ASUMA, 


Z 


CONSISTS OF 
YAWANAKA INO, 
NARA SHIKAMARU, 
AND AKIMICHI 
CHOJI. 
I VOW UPON МУ 
CLAN, THE 
9 SARUTOBI, THAT I 
АМ EQUALLY 


CERTAINLY, THEY 


ARE ALL GIFTED Y 
AND SHOW BOTH 
COMMITMENT 
AND TALENT... BUT 
IT'S TOO SOON 
FOR KIDS THAT 
YOUNG TO BE 
STEPPING 
UP TO THE 
JOURNEYMAN 
LEVEL. 


NARUTO'S 
NOT 
שאו‎ 


I WAS SIX 
YEARS YOUNGER 
THAN NARUTO 
WHEN I ATTAINED 
THE RANK OF 
СНОММ, 


š THEY GRIPE 
ADM ABOUT EVERY 
BREAKING DE TIL OF 
THEM WOULD EVERY MISSION. 
BE FUN. N JUST FOR ONCE, 
I THINK IT WOULD 
DO THEM GOOD 
TO FIND OUT 
WHAT REAL 
PAIN IS... 


FORGIVE 
ME IF I 
OVERSTEP, 
BUT MOST 
OF THE 
NINE 
STUDENTS 
JUST 
NAMED... 


ONLY WITH 

TIME WILL 

THEY HAVE 
THE KIND OF 
EXPERIENCE 


UPSETS YOU. 
BUTI 
STAND BY IT. 


(er 2 


HE סוס‎ IT 
AGAIN - 
STICKING 
HISNOSE 
IN AND 
MAKING 
ME LOOK 
ВАС! 


DI) 


= 


^ 


DON'T BE 
STUPID. 
| COULD HAVE 
DLED 
THAT LOSER 
IF SASUKE 


HADN 
BUTTEO IN! 
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каказнг5. 


НЕ... 
HE SNUCK 
UP BESIDE 


ANNOYS 
ME THAT 
YOU'D LOSE 
CONTROL IN 
А QUARREL 


WITH 
CHILDREN! 


HE 
GLARES 
LIKE 
A 
BASILISK. 


FROM 
THE 
VILLAGE 
HIDDEN 
IN 
THE 


JUST LET 
YOU во 
VOUR 
MERRV 
WAY. 
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TREATY, YOUR 
NINJA ARE NOT 
PERMITTED 
TO CROSS 
THE BORDER 


WITHOUT 


„EVER 
HEARD THE 
OLD SAYING 

ABOUT IT BEING 


GUESSED, 
WE'RE 
JUNIOR- 


YOU REALLY 
DON'T KNOW? 
JUNIOR NINJA 

ARE SENT FROM 
THE HIDDEN SAND VILLAGE} 
AND THE MINOR 
LANDS BETWEEN 
OUR HOME AND YOURS 
TO COMPETE AGAINST 
KONOHA'S OWN 
CANDIDATES. 


OF ALL SHINOBI AT 
THE SAME HIGH LEVEL 
OF EXCELLENCE. ALSO 
TO FOSTER FRIENDSHIP 
AND UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN NINJA, 
AND, OF COURSE, TO 
MAINTAIN THE BALANCE 
OF POWER BETWEEN 
THE LANDS 
THEMSELVES, 


Å LISTEN, 
/ YOU! WHEN 
/ | 


LISTEN‏ סד 
TO THEIR‏ | > 
ENTIRE‏ 


KONOHAMARU! 
MAYBE | SHOULD 
ENTER 
THIS CHONIN 
SELECTION 
EXAM THING 
TOO, HUH? 


Й TALKING no! | ( 


TO THE 


S PPU 


NS 


NEXT TO 
SASUKE, 
BIG GUY... 


EXCEPT THE 


KONOHA RAVEN- 
HAIR ANO 
THE SPOOK 
FROM THE SAND. 
KEEP AN EYE 
ON THEM. 
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S 


POINTLESS LITTLE STORY 


THE EIGHT-FRAME MANGA ON THE 

LEFT BRINGS BACK FOND MEMORIES 
FOR ME OF KOISHI, THE FRIEND WHO 
DREW IT FOR ME BACK IN COLLEGE. 

| HAD BEEN DRAWING MANGA SINCE 
MY HIGH-SCHOOL DAYS, BUT | DIDN'T 

HAVE A SINGLE FRIEND WHO SHARED 

MY PASSION, IN COLLEGE, | HEARD OF 
AGROUP OF MANGA FANS AND ASPIRING 
ARTISTS WHO CALLED THEMSELVES 
THE MANKEN, OR MANGA LAB. BUT 

THEY WEREN'T SO MUCH DRAWING MANGA 
AS THEY WERE FATTING EACH OTHER 

ON THE BACK FOR CRAWING PIN-UPS AND 

ILLUSTRATIONS WITH NO ATTEMPT AT 
STORYTELLING WHATSOEVER, | AVOIDED 
THOSE PHONIES LIKE THE PLAGUE AND 
WENT MY OWN WAY, TRYING TO DRAW 
ACTUAL MANGA, 

THEN, ONE DAY, | MET A MAN WHO 

CLAIMED HE HAD DRAWN AUTHENTIC 
MANGA BACK IN HIGH SCHOOL. | HAD 
DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER HE WAS ON 
THE LEVEL, SO І CHALLENGED HIM, | WAS 
DETERMINED TO FIND OUT WHETHER HE 
WAS A REAL MANGA ARTIST OR ANOTHER 
PHONY. | DEMANDED THAT HE DRAW A TWO- 
PAGE STORY FOR ME ON THE SPOT, SO HE 
DREW THE MANGA ON THE LEFT AND GAVE 
IT TO ME. IT WAS MOMENT OF INTENSE JOY 
FOR ME TO HOLD SOMEONE ELSE'S MANGA 
IN MY HAND LIKE THAT, FOR THE VERY FIRST 
TIME, AND I TREASURE HIS MANGA TO THIS 
VERY DAY. 


THE END 


THE GHONIN 
EXAM'S 
COMING UP... 


WORD IS THEYLL 
BE LETTING 
MEMBERS 
OF THE ROOKIE 


I DOUBT THAT. 
THEY SAY 
THREE OF 
THEM ARE IN 
THE CELL 
TRAINED BY 


- 36: + : 
Sakura‘ 5 Doprostio— = 
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I MEAN, 
THINK HOW | FEEL. 
І OVERSLEPT, 
ANDIDIONT 


WHY IS IT, 

WHENEVER 
МЕ ФЕТ 

CALLED OUT, 

WE END UP STAND AROUND 
WAITING ANDLET 

THEM GET AWAY 
WITH THIS? 


ж. 
"y 


пу 


YOU NEEON'T 
TURN IN 
THOSE 

APPLICATION 
FORMS 

UNLESS YOU 


! 


ILOVE YOU!! 


IF ANY OF 
YOU DON'T 
WISH TO 
COMPETE, 
THE EXAM 
15 ENTIRELY 
VOLUNTARY. 


BE 
ALOT 
ОР 


TOUGH 
| COMPETITION, 


COULD 
win 


2 А B 
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WITH WHAT'S, 
HER? 


wÇ 
= 2 
dé 
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TO TAKE THE 
GHONIN 
SELECTION 
EXAM? 


AS YOU REALLY 
PLANNING 


TALENTLESS 


you 
MISUNDER- 


THERE ARE PEOPLE 


WHO MAGE TE THE GHONIN es 
THEN IMMEDIATELY ا‎ m 
GAVE UP BEING 
EN Me DIFFICULT... 
5 AND WE 
OTHERS WHO ENDED SHOULD KNOW. 
ZE, WE'VE FAILED 
TO VEGETABLES... ES 
WEVE SEEN SO FAR. 
IT ALL! 


AND 
You 
LITTLE 


RESPONSIBILITIES 


PUNKS FOR FAILED 
HAVE MISSIONS 
THE AND DEAD 
NERVE SHINOBI REST 
TO APPLY? FIRMLY 


ON THEIR 


LO: V 
BEFOREHAND. J 


OF 
COURSE 
| 


NOTICED 


SAS 


= 一 一 


JUST 


„ENOUGH! seene 
ee 


50 
FAST! 


BOTH SIDES ANO 
PLANTED HIMSELF 
AT THE NEXUS OF 
BOTH THEIR KICKS... 
15 THAT EVEN 
POSSIBLE?! 


READ 
< Ed 
WAY 


WHAT TH...? 
HIS BRUISES 
HAVE ALREADY 
HEALEO! 


IT'S 
ALWAVS 
SASUKE. 
SASUKE, 
SASUKE, 


HEH.. 
SO THOSE 
KAKASHI 
AND GUYS PRECIOUS 
d | BRATS, EH? WELL, 
ATLEAST THEY 


APPLICATIONS. 
3 1 


== 19, 
SS 17 Looks 


LET'S GO, 
LEE. 
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ТО BE CONTINUED IN NARUTO VOL.5! 


